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Your Actions May Not Deliver Obvious Wins, But Perhaps They Thwart Greater
Evil—Have Faith in God’s Plan and Continue to Be His Hands and Feet

In every movement for justice, progress, or
faith, there exists a profound truth: outcomes
often extend far beyond the visible actions

of any individual. History offers countless
examples where contributions, large or small,
played essential roles in shaping the world,
even if the contributors themselves did

not witness the final victory. A compelling
illustration is found in the life of William
Wilberforce, the British parliamentarian
whose prolonged struggle helped abolish the
slave trade in the United Kingdom.

While Wilberforce is often recognized as the
face of the abolition movement, the victory
was a collective achievement. It involved
people like Thomas Clarkson, who gathered
crucial evidence; John Newton, who provided
spiritual guidance; the Quakers, who organized
sacrificially; and countless ordinary Britons
who petitioned and altered their buying habits.
Each played a part in the broader effort, none
tully aware of the eventual impact.

Wilberforces journey was fraught with
challenges, even after legislative success. He
and his allies strived to pass laws abolishing the

slave trade. However, these victories were not
the end. Traders with vested interests found
ways to manipulate and circumvent the laws.
Some reclassified their ship’s cargo, claiming
it was not human beings. Others exploited
legal loopholes by operating in foreign ports
where British laws were ineffectual, allowing
the horrific practice to continue. Despite
seeing their efforts twisted for personal gain,
Wilberforce and his allies remained steadfast.
They were fighting not just legal battles, but a
moral one, aiming to transform the conscience
of a nation. Their perseverance—despite such
manipulation—highlighted the enduring
power of faith and commitment, even when
immediate victories seemed elusive.

A pivotal lesson from Wilberforce’s story is
redefining success. The worth of one’s work
isn’t solely measured by legislative victories
or public acclaim. Instead, faithfulness to
one’s calling—remaining steadfast in the role
God has assigned—is a form of obedience
and success. Most may never witness the full
fruits of their labor. The abolition of the slave
trade emerged from innumerable small acts:
a signed petition, a changed purchase, a word

of encouragement. These actions collectively
reshaped the moral fiber of an entire nation.

In this narrative, God is seen as weaving

the efforts of His people into a tapestry far
beyond any single thread. Wilberforce’s trust
that God would use his faithfulness for a
greater purpose serves as a reminder that our
contributions, however modest, are part of a
divine plan, potentially leading to outcomes
beyond our understanding.

For members of any cause, take heart: your
efforts matter, even if results aren’t immediate.
Remain steadfast, trust in your faithfulness,
and believe that your work is part of God’s
greater plan. The story of William Wilberforce
and the abolition movement testifies to the
power of collective, faithful action. Every
contribution is woven by God into a narrative
of redemption and transformation.

Your efforts are not in vain. You may never
fully understand their impact, but in God’s
plan, nothing is wasted. Stay at your post,
persevere through setbacks, and trust that
your work is part of something far greater.



