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Young Americans at a Crossroads

Socialism’s Siren
Call vs. Faith’s Living
Waters

Young Americans Are Turning to

False Solutions for Real Problems

WRITTEN BY
Staff Writer

Introduction: A Tale of Two Paths

In an era of economic uncertainty and cultural
upheaval, young Americans (ages 18-39) are
grappling with profound challenges that shape
their political and spiritual outlooks. Recent
polls reveal a startling trend: a majority of
young voters express favorable views toward
socialism, with a significant portion even open
to communism, and many desire a socialist
candidate in the 2028 presidential election. This
shift is often attributed to economic frustrations
like soaring housing costs, wage stagnation, and
student debt—issues that feel like betrayals of
the American Dream.

Yet, juxtaposed against this is a growing
conservative revival, exemplified by figures
like Charlie Kirk of Turning Point USA. KirKk’s
movement emphasizes a “turn to God” among
youth, promoting Christian values, personal
responsibility, and free-market principles as
antidotes to despair. This revival has been
credited with mobilizing young voters for
Donald Trump in recent elections, including
his 2024 victory, where 35% of young socialist-
leaning respondents admitted to voting for him
despite their ideological preferences.

This document juxtaposes these two
narratives—the rise of “communist youth”
sympathies versus the conservative “turn to
God” movement—to explore their implications
for Trump’s electoral success and America’s
future. At its core, it poses a critical question:
Will young Americans heed socialism’s and
communismss siren call, promising security but
delivering dependence, or embrace the living
waters of faith-driven conservatism that fosters
true liberty and resilience?

Drawing from recent polls (Heartland/
Rasmussen, Cato/YouGov) and personal
testimonies, we examine why socialism and
communism appeal to the disillusioned, how
economic realities fuel this trend, and why a
spiritual revival offers a compelling alternative.

The Allure of Socialism and
Communism Among Young Voters -
Poll Data and Analysis

Recent surveys paint a concerning picture

of ideological shifts among America’s youth,
driven by economic grievances and a perceived
failure of capitalism.

Key Poll Findings:

o Heartland/Rasmussen Poll (August 2025):
Conducted among 1,201 likely U.S. voters
aged 18-39, this survey found:

o 53% want a democratic socialist
candidate to win the 2028 presidential
election.

o 76% agree (strongly or somewhat)
that major industries like health
care, energy, and big tech should be
nationalized for “control and equity.”

o Among those favoring a socialist win,
top reasons include: housing costs too
high (31%), economy benefits older/
wealthier Americans (17%), and
economy benefits large corporations
(15%).

o Notably, 35% of Trump 2024 voters in
this age group still favor a socialist in
2028, highlighting ideological fluidity.

o Margin of error: +/- 3% at 95%
confidence.

o Rasmussen Reports Summary (September
2025): Echoing the above, 53% of under-40
voters favor a socialist in 2028, with 76%
supporting nationalization. Preferences
in a Democratic primary lean toward
establishment figures like Kamala Harris
(36%), but socialists like Bernie Sanders

breakdowns show higher socialist leanings
among Black (64%) and Hispanic (62%)
voters under 40.

« Cato/YouGov Poll (March 2025): Among
2,000 Americans aged 18+, 43% view
socialism favorably overall, rising to
62% for those 18-29. Alarmingly, 34%
of 18-29-year-olds view communism
favorably, equating to roughly 18 million

young Americans open to communism and
32 million to socialism. This is particularly

shocking given communism’s historical
toll, with The Black Book of Communism
documenting approximately 100 million
deaths in the 20th century due to
communist regimes.

Why the Appeal?
As detailed in analyses from Cato and
American Thinker:

o Economic Betrayal: Young Americans
face harder paths to milestones like
homeownership (70% say harder than

parents’ generation, per Pew). College costs
have risen 153% in 40 years; minimum wage

purchasing power has dropped 46% since

1968. Globalization, H-1B visas, and remote

work have undercut wages, leading to job
insecurity. Moreover, corruption facilitated
by policies like the EB-5 visa program

has enabled fraud and money laundering
through real estate purchases. According
to FINCEN data and reports, illicit funds
from anonymous shell companies and
foreign investors have flooded the housing

market, artificially inflating home values. For

instance, nearly a decade ago, anonymous

entities accounted for over half of purchases
in Manhattan and Los Angeles, contributing

to hidden wealth exceeding $100 billion in

Manhattan alone. Studies suggest this money

laundering creates an upward distortion
in housing prices, with some estimates
indicating at least 10% inflation in affected
markets. This not only raises base home

prices but also cascades into higher property

taxes, insurance rates, and overall costs of
homeownership, largely due to lax local,
state, and federal policies that fail to curb
these abuses.

o Cultural Indoctrination: Public
schools and media portray socialism
and even communism as “morally
superior” and capitalism as oppressive.
Victimhood culture amplifies grievances,
making government intervention seem
compassionate. Social media platforms,

heavily consumed by young people, amplify

this bias through algorithmic design that

prioritizes emotional engagement. Content

promoting socialism and communism
often leverages emotionally charged
narratives—stories of inequality, injustice,
or corporate greed—that resonate deeply
with Gen Z’s frustrations. A 2023 study by
the Pew Research Center found that 68%
of 18-29-year-olds get their news from
platforms like TikTok, Instagram, and

X, where short-form videos and memes
gloritying socialist ideals or vilifying
capitalism garner millions of views.

These platforms’ algorithms reward high
engagement (likes, shares, comments),
and emotional content—such as viral
clips of protests or critiques of “the

or #Socialism have billions of views on
TikTok, while conservative or faith-based
content struggles to compete. Churches,
mainstream media, and conservative
outlets lack the same algorithmic reach, as
their messages often emphasize reasoned
arguments or moral frameworks over
visceral emotion. A 2024 report from

the Media Research Center noted that
conservative posts on major platforms are
downranked 40% more frequently than left-
leaning ones, limiting their exposure. This
imbalance leaves young people inundated
with pro-socialist narratives, reinforcing
the perception that capitalism is inherently
flawed and government intervention is the
solution.

 Historical Ignorance: Few learn about
socialism’s and communism’s failures (e.g.,
Soviet gulags, Maoss starvation policies, or
the 100 million deaths under communism).
Instead, socialism is rebranded as “equity”
and “social justice,” with Nordic countries
falsely cited as models (despite their
capitalist foundations).

o Emotional Pull: Socialism and
communism offer “relief” from
exhaustion—surrendering to government
for security, as one personal testimony
notes: “The idea of letting the government
direct my path seemed peaceful”

Critics like Justin Haskins (Heartland Institute)
warn this is “disturbing,” tying it to economic
challenges. Brian C. Joondeph (American
Thinker) argues it’s a “power grab” fueled by
government-caused problems (e.g., subsidized
loans inflating tuition). The Cato Institute
highlights the danger of communism’s appeal,
noting its historical ties to socialism and
totalitarian ideologies like fascism, as warned
by Friedrich Hayek and Ayn Rand.

The Conservative Revival - Charlie
Kirk’s “Turn to God” Movement

In contrast to socialist and communist
sympathies, a burgeoning conservative

revival among youth emphasizes spiritual
awakening, personal responsibility, and
American exceptionalism. Led by figures

like Charlie Kirk, this movement has gained
traction through campus events, podcasts, and
church partnerships, framing conservatism as
a path to true freedom. [New Content Starts
Here] Central to this revival is the recognition
that Christianity promotes capitalism as an
ethical system aligned with biblical principles.
Scriptures such as Proverbs 10:4 (“Lazy hands
make for poverty, but diligent hands bring
wealth”) and 2 Thessalonians 3:10 (“For

even when we were with you, we gave you

this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work
shall not eat™) emphasize personal diligence,
stewardship, and voluntary exchange over
coercive redistribution. The Protestant work
ethic, rooted in Reformation teachings, views
honest labor and private property as divine
callings, fostering innovation and prosperity
without state compulsion. This Christian
foundation underpins free-market capitalism,
where individuals, accountable to God, create
wealth through mutual benefit rather than
envy-driven collectivism. As Kirk often argues,
true liberation comes from aligning economic
freedom with moral responsibility, countering
socialism’s appeal by offering a faith-based path
to self-reliance and abundance.

Charlie Kirk’s Revival Story and
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Impact:
« Background: As founder of Turning Point
USA, Kirk has mobilized millions of young

system”—drives disproportionate visibility
for socialist and communist messaging.
For example, hashtags like #EatTheRich

(16%) and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(9%) retain strong support. Demographic
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conservatives since 2012. His “revival”
narrative focuses on a return to Christian
faith amid cultural decay. In speeches and
books like The College Scam, Kirk critiques
socialist and communist indoctrination in
education and promotes “biblical values” as
the foundation of liberty.

o Key Themes: Kirk often quotes, “Once you
taste the streams of liberty, you want to
know its source”—pointing to Christ, not
government. He highlights youth “revivals”
at events like TPUSAs AmericaFest, where
thousands of young people commit to faith
and conservatism.

o COVID-19 Catalyst: The pandemic
exposed government overreach (e.g.,
church closures), driving many—like
the individual’s story below—to reject
socialism and communism. Kirk’s
organization resisted mandates, positioning
conservatism as defiant freedom.

o Youth Engagement: TPUSA chapters on
3,000+ campuses counter leftist dominance.
Kirk’s podcast reaches millions, blending
politics with spirituality (e.g., partnering
with pastors for “Freedom Nights”).

Personal Testimony: From Socialism
to Faith

A poignant example is the journey of an
individual from one of the other stories in this

paper:

« Raised with conservative values, this
individual turned to socialism and
communism after tech layofts and
economic betrayal (e.g., competing with
H-1B workers).

« Embraced atheism and communism for
“security, but COVID authoritarianism
revealed their “bondage.”

o Rediscovered faith through church
community and Scripture, finding “real
security” in God, not government.

o This mirrors Kirk’s message: True liberty
comes from “submitting to the right
authority” (2 Corinthians 3:17), not license
(libertarianism) or surrender (socialism/
communism).

This revival has electoral impact: Young’s
support helped Trump win 2024, with 41% of
under-40 voters backing him (per Rasmussen).
Kirk credits faith-driven turnout for flipping
youth demographics.

Communist Youth vs. Turn to God -
Explaining Trump Votes and America’s
Future

The Juxtaposition:

o Communist and Socialist Youth
Sympathies: Represent a reaction to
economic pain, promising collective solutions
but risking tyranny (e.g., HayeK’s Road to
Serfdom warns socialism leads to fascism,
with communism as its extreme). Polls show
17% view America as “fundamentally evil,”
fueling anti-capitalist sentiment.

o Turn to God Conservative Movement:
Offers individual empowerment through
faith, viewing economic issues as solvable
via free markets and personal resilience.

It counters despair with hope, as seen in
rising church attendance among Gen Z (per
Barna Group studies).

Explaining Votes for Trump:
» Despite 53% favoring socialism in 2028

and 34% of 18-29-year-olds viewing
communism favorably, 41% voted Trump
in 2024—suggesting pragmatism. Trump’s
“America First” (e.g., tariffs, border control)
addresses economic grievances without full
socialism or communism.

« Kirk’s movement bridges this: Young
conservatives vote Trump for practical
“retribution through American comeback,”
while spiritually rejecting socialist and
communist dependence.

The Future of America: A Pivotal
Question

Will young Americans heed the siren call of
socialism and communism—false promises
of equity that erode freedom—or embrace the
living waters of faith and liberty?

e Socialist/ Communist Path Risks:
Economic stagnation, loss of innovation,
and authoritarianism, as history shows (e.g.,
100 million deaths under communism).
Policies like nationalization (supported
by 76% of young voters) could lead to
inefliciencies and reduced freedoms,
mirroring historical failures in socialist and
communist regimes.

« Conservative Revival Potential: If scaled,
this movement could significantly realign
youth toward patriotism, countering the
alarming statistic that only 24% of Gen
Z are proud to be American, with 32%
expressing little or no pride (per American
Thinker citing recent polls). The low pride
in America among Gen Z reflects a broader
crisis of identity, fueled by economic
disillusionment and cultural narratives that
portray the U.S. as inherently flawed or
“fundamentally evil” (17% of young voters,
per Rasmussen). Scaling the conservative
revival offers a pathway to restore national
pride by reconnecting youth with America’s
unique legacy of liberty, opportunity, and
resilience. Several strategies can amplify
this movement:

o  Educational Reform: Countering
socialist and communist indoctrination
in schools by promoting curricula
that teach the historical failures of
these ideologies (e.g., Soviet purges,
Mao’s Great Leap Forward) alongside
the successes of American capitalism,
such as its role in lifting millions out of
poverty globally. Organizations like the
Cato Institute and Turning Point USA
are developing programs like Cato’s
SPHERE and TPUSA’s campus chapters
to educate youth on free-market
principles and constitutional values.
For instance, TPUSA’s curriculum
initiatives have reached over 500,000
students since 2020, fostering critical
thinking about America’s founding
principles.

o Cultural Engagement: Leveraging
media platforms, such as Kirk’s podcast
(with over 2 million weekly listeners)
and events like AmericaFest (attended
by 15,000+ youth annually), to
showcase stories of faith-driven success
and American exceptionalism. Barna
Group data indicates a 10% rise in
Gen Z church attendance from 2020 to
2024, suggesting growing receptivity to
spiritual communities that foster hope
and purpose. Highlighting narratives of
immigrants who achieved the American
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Dream or veterans who sacrificed for
freedom can counter anti-American
sentiment.

o Policy Advocacy: Supporting policies
that address economic grievances—like
reforming H-1B visas, cracking down
on EB-5 fraud, and enforcing anti-
money laundering laws to stabilize
housing costs—while tying these
solutions to conservative values of
fairness and merit. For example, stricter
oversight of real estate transactions
could reduce the 10%-+ price inflation
caused by money laudering, making
homeownership more attainable and
reinforcing trust in American systems.
Trump’s 2024 platform, emphasizing
tariffs and border security, resonated
with 41% of under-40 voters by
addressing these economic concerns
directly.

o Community Building: Expanding
church-based initiatives and
conservative youth groups to provide
the sense of belonging and purpose
that socialism falsely promises. The
success of TPUSA’s 3,000+ campus
chapters demonstrates the power of
community in shifting perspectives.
Churches like Crosspoint in Missoula,
show how faith communities can offer
hope and counter despair. Barna Group
reports that 65% of Gen Z attending
church regularly feel a stronger sense
of purpose, compared to 40% of non-
attendees.

o  Highlighting Role Models: Elevating
figures like Kirk, who blend spiritual
and political leadership, to inspire
Gen Z. Personal testimonies, like the
one below, resonate with youth facing
similar struggles, showing a path
from disillusionment to faith. Social
media campaigns featuring young
conservative influencers (e.g., TPUSA’s
ambassador program with 1,000+ active
members) can amplify these stories,
reaching millions online.

o Restoring Historical Pride: Initiatives
like PragerU’s educational videos,
viewed over 1 billion times, can reframe
America’s history as a story of overcoming
challenges (e.g., abolishing slavery,
expanding civil rights) rather than a litany
of grievances. By emphasizing America’s
role as a beacon of freedom—evidenced
by its global influence in innovation and
democracy—youth can rediscover pride
in their nation.

If these efforts scale, they could reverse the
trend of only 24% of Gen Z feeling proud to be
American, fostering a generation that sees the
U.S. as a land of opportunity worth defending.
Early signs are promising: a 2024 Gallup

poll notes a 5% uptick in young Americans
identifying as “very proud” of their country
since 2020, partly driven by faith-based
movements. By addressing both economic
and spiritual needs, the conservative revival
can transform Gen Z’s disillusionment into a
renewed commitment to American values.

To decide America’s fate, we must address
economic roots while offering spiritual
alternatives. Education, cultural reform, and
leaders like Kirk are key to guiding youth from
false solutions to enduring hope. &



