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“We are fast approaching the stage of the 
ultimate inversion: the stage where the 
government is free to do anything it pleases, 
while the citizens may act only by permission.” 
— Ayn Rand

In the shadow of the Capitol, where the 
Founders once debated the fragile balance 
between security and freedom, a new 
architecture of control is rising—not with 
iron bars or jackboots, but with algorithms, 
data brokers, and AI-driven databases that 
render the Bill of Rights a relic of a bygone 
era. Call it what it is: a panopticon presidency. 
President Trump’s expanding alliance with 
Palantir Technologies, the shadowy data-
mining firm co-founded by billionaire Peter 
Thiel, is accelerating the fusion of government 
power with private surveillance tech. This 
isn’t mere efficiency; it’s the blueprint for a 
centralized national citizen database—one 
that consolidates biometric scans, behavioral 
patterns, geolocation pings, and social media 
footprints into a weaponized profile of 
every American. What began as post-9/11 
“safeguards” has metastasized into a digital 
dictatorship, eroding the Fourth Amendment’s 
bulwarks against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, chilling First Amendment expression, 
and commodifying privacy into a privilege for 
the compliant. nytimes.com

This exposé draws from whistleblower 
accounts, leaked memos, and recent 
congressional hearings to trace the insidious 
encroachment on our constitutional freedoms. 
From the resurrection of classified programs 
like Main Core to the unchecked sprawl of 
Section 702 surveillance, the evidence is 
damning: America’s surveillance state is no 
longer creeping—it’s sprinting toward total 
visibility, zero accountability.

The Panopticon Takes Shape: Trump’s 
Palantir Pact
At the heart of this dystopian pivot is Palantir’s 
Gotham and Foundry platforms, now embedded 
across at least four federal agencies, including 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
and Health and Human Services. In March 2025, 
Trump signed an executive order mandating 
inter-agency data sharing, ostensibly for 
“efficiency” in immigration enforcement and 
fraud detection. But insiders reveal a darker 
ambition: a “master database” cross-referencing 
tax records, IRS filings, Social Security data, and 
immigration logs to generate real-time “threat 
scores.” Palantir, which has pocketed over $113 
million in federal contracts since January 2025 
alone, is the architect—its AI sifts through 
“digital exhaust” (smartphone pings, facial scans, 
even gym check-ins) to predict “pre-crime” 
behaviors. nytimes.com

Critics, including the ACLU, warn this echoes 
China’s social credit system: obedience rewarded, 

dissent flagged. Palantir’s track record is chilling. 
It powered ICE raids under Trump 1.0, enabling 
warrantless deportations based on probabilistic 
profiling. In New Orleans, it ran a secret 
predictive policing program, targeting “likely 
criminals” via social networks—without public 
oversight. Now, with Elon Musk’s Department 
of Government Efficiency (DOGE) embedding 
Palantir staff across agencies, the firm is poised 
to become the “central nervous system” of a 
surveillance regime.aclu.org

Even Trump’s base is fracturing. On X, MAGA 
voices decry the move as a “Bolshevik-esque 
tattle-tale app” disguised as anti-hate speech 
enforcement, likening it to COVID-era contact 
tracing. “Trump flipped on us,” one user 
lamented, warning of a “full-blown surveillance 
state to combat antisemitism.” Palantir CEO 
Alex Karp’s techno-militaristic vision—
profiting from “American exceptionalism 
through data dominance”—only fuels the fire. 
@skateeboy77

Historical Shadows: From 
COINTELPRO to Main Core’s Digital 
Resurrection
This isn’t unprecedented; it’s evolutionary. 
The surveillance state’s roots burrow deep 
into programs like COINTELPRO, the FBI’s 
1950s-1970s operation to “neutralize” dissidents 
through infiltration, blackmail, and warrantless 
wiretaps. Exposed by the Church Committee 
in 1975, its spirit endured via the PATRIOT 
Act’s mass metadata grabs and fusion centers—
now AI-upgraded clearinghouses for domestic 
spying.americanbar.orgbrennancenter.org

Enter Main Core: a classified database, 
reportedly holding dossiers on millions of 
“potential threats,” compiled sans warrants 
for use in martial law scenarios. Journalist 
Tim Shorrock described it in 2008 as an 
“emergency internal security database” primed 
for constitutional suspension. Though details 
remain scarce—no major 2024 updates 
emerged—Palantir’s fusion tech is its modern 
heir, digitizing and automating what was once 
covert. As one former intelligence official noted, 
it’s “COINTELPRO on steroids,” with algorithms 
replacing informants.constitutioncenter.org

The Bill of Rights Under Siege: Fourth 
Amendment in the Crosshairs
The Fourth Amendment—”the right of the people 
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects”—was forged against general warrants that 
ravaged colonial privacy. Today, it’s eviscerated by 
“third-party doctrine,” allowing warrantless access 
to data shared with brokers. Section 702 of FISA, 
reauthorized and expanded in April 2024 despite 
bipartisan outcry, permits “backdoor searches” of 
Americans’ communications without probable cause. 
The FISA Court ruled in 2018—and reaffirmed 
in 2024—that FBI queries violated the Fourth 
Amendment, yet reforms stalled.usconstitution.net

AI supercharges the assault. The ACLU warns that 
vision-language models now detect “suspicious 
behavior” via emotional analysis in public videos, 
bypassing warrants. Geofence warrants scoop 

protesters’ locations; predictive tools like Flock’s 
AI flag “suspicious movement patterns” for 
police. Carpenter v. United States (2018) offered 
slim protections for cell-site data, but as Justice 
Gorsuch dissented, it’s a “partial safeguard” in a 
world of constant data shedding.aclu.org

The First Amendment fares no better. Terms 
like “liberty” or the Gadsden flag now trigger 
“extremism” flags; encrypted apps invite 
interrogation. Palantir’s “pattern of life” 
analyses mine social media for dissent, creating 
“preemptive suspicion” courts. As the Brennan 
Center notes, this “thought-policing by machine” 
chills assembly and speech, disproportionately 
targeting marginalized groups.americanbar.org

The Corporate-Government Nexus: 
Data as the New Oil
Fusion centers, born post-9/11 for 
counterterrorism, now harvest “open-source 
intelligence” from Big Tech—your smart fridge 
reports to the grid, doorbells to DHS. The 
House’s “Fourth Amendment Is Not for Sale 
Act” (passed April 2024) aimed to curb data 
purchases but stalled in the Senate. Meanwhile, 
Executive Order 14117 (February 2024) 
restricts foreign data access but greenlights 
domestic hoarding.usatoday.com

Palantir thrives here: $373 million in Q1 2025 
government revenue, a $795 million DoD 
contract. As Wired reports, it’s “becoming an 
operating system for the entire government,” with 
Musk’s DOGE centralizing it all. Privacy? An 
illusion. We’re “inventory” in a digital economy, 
our autonomy eroded for profit.newsweek.com

The Human Cost: From Marginalized 
to Mainstream
Communities of color bear the brunt: AI facial 
recognition errs 100x more on Black faces; 
predictive policing profiles based on zip codes. 
Immigrants face automated deportations; 
protesters, geofence dragnets. But as databases 
swell, no one is safe. Churchgoers surveilled 
for sermons, citizens visited for “radical” 
searches. The stakes: anonymity lost, dissent 
criminalized, innocence probabilistic.aclu.org

A Call to Dismantle the Machine
We stand at the crossroads Bentham warned of: 
a prison where we’re always watched, thus always 
compliant. The ACLU demands warrants for 
all data access, bans on predictive profiling, and 
audits of AI tools. Congress must revive the “Not 
for Sale Act,” enforce Carpenter fully, and sunset 
Section 702.constitutioncenter.org

As in Battlefield America: The War on the 
American People, we’ve traded liberty for 
convenience, building our own bars of data. 
The question: Will we accept this electronic 
concentration camp, or shatter it? The Founders 
didn’t bleed for algorithms. It’s time to reclaim 
our rights—before the code decides our fate.

This article synthesizes reporting from The 
Rutherford Institute, Lawfare, ACLU analyses, 
and recent investigations. For raw data, see leg.
mt.gov or FRED series. 


